THE CONSTITUTION OF


GRACE FELLOWSHIP REFORMED BAPTIST CHURCH





PREAMBLE





We, the members of Grace Fellowship Reformed Baptist Church do ordain and establish the following articles, to which we voluntarily submit ourselves:





ARTICLE I.  NAME





This body shall be known as Grace Fellowship Reformed Baptist Church, hereafter called the church.  It is an autonomous, Elder led body of baptized believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, worshipping and covenanting together according to this constitution to carry out the Great Commission as Christ commanded in Matthew 28:18�20.  This church shall operate as a non-profit organization.





Matt 28:18-20


18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "  








ARTICLE II.  MEMBERSHIP





QUALIFICATIONS.  The membership of the church shall consist of such persons as confess Jesus Christ to be their Savior and Lord believing He came in the flesh, died, and rose again, and who trusting Christ alone for salvation, have followed Him in scriptural immersion believers baptism. Members may be added to the church body as follows:





Elder announces request for membership and asks members to pray for those who have petitioned for membership


The Elders shall examine those requesting membership as to their Christian experience,


After examination by the elders, the candidates for membership shall either be presented to the church or they shall be released from consideration.





COVENANT OF FELLOWSHIP





We, the members of this fellowship, do sincerely and lovingly welcome you into the fellowship of this church and do solemnly covenant together, with the help of God, to give our Great Shepherd the place of leadership among us and submit to the Word of God in every matter.  We will engage in serious, practical, victorious living for “Christ who loved us”, and will endeavor to bring the Lord Jesus Christ to sinners.  In the conduct of our homes, our business, and our pleasure we will strictly maintain a biblical standard “following holiness without which no one will see the Lord”, “abstaining from every form of evil”.  We covenant together to live as strangers and pilgrims here, knowing that our true home is in Heaven, and to this end, we will “speak the truth in love”, “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another just as God in Christ also forgave us”.  We will strive to keep the unity of the Faith and to thus submit ourselves to those who have rule over us, who speak unto us the Word of God, and we will give as God has prospered us: not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver”. (Eph 5:2, Heb 12:14, I Thess. 5:22, Heb 11:13, Eph 4:15, Eph 4:32, 2Cor 9:7)











Eph.5: 2 … and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 


Heb.12: 14…Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled;


I Thess.5: 22…abstain from every form of evil. .


Heb.11: 13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.


Eph.4: 15…but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,


Eph.4: 32 And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.


2 Cor.9: 7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 











DUTIES.  Members are expected to be faithful in all duties essential to the Christian life:





To attend regularly the worship of this church 





Heb 10:23-25


Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 





To give regularly for its support and its causes





Mal 3:8-10


8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we robbed Thee?' In tithes and offerings. 9 "You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you! 10 "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.





1 Cor 16:1-5


1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. 2 On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come. 3 And when I arrive, whomever you may approve, I shall send them with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem; 4 and if it is fitting for me to go also, they will go with me. 





And to share in its organized work 





Eph 4:11-16


11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 





Eph 2:10


10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 








2 Tim 2:14�15 


14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.











TERMINATION.  Termination of membership shall be subject to the following principles:





A letter of dismissal and recommendation may be granted for any member in good standing to unite with another church of like faith and order when requested by such member.


Should a member become an offense to the Lord Jesus Christ and His good name by reason of immoral or unchristian conduct he or she may be removed from membership





1 Cor 5:9-13


9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 10 I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world. 11 But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler — not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? 





                         Titus 3:8�11


 8 This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men. 9 But shun foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law; for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, 11 knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned. 








By breach of his covenant (i.e. fails to fulfill his duties of membership as outlined in item B above); or comes to be in doctrinal disagreement with the church's confession of faith ( as outlined in Article III ), the elders may decide to terminate membership but only after faithful efforts by the members of the church have been made to bring such a member to repentance and restoration as outlined in Matt 18:15�35.











Matt 18:15�35 


15 "And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 "But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.  17 "And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer. 18 "Truly I say to you, whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 "Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven. 20 "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst."  





21 Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 "And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 "But since he did not have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 "The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.' 





27 "And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 28 "But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.' 29 "So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.' 30 "He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. 31 "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. 32 "Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. 33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?' 34 "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."  





RESTORATION.  Any person whose membership has been terminated by any reason given outlined in Article II.D.2. above may be restored by the elders, upon evidence of his repentance toward God 





Ps 51:1�4 1 


Be gracious to me, O God, according to Thy lovingkindness;


According to the greatness of Thy compassion blot out my transgressions. 


2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 


3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 


4 Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, and done what is evil in Thy sight,


so that Thou art justified when Thou dost speak, and blameless when Thou dost judge. .








ARTICLE III.  DOCTRINE





We adhere strictly to the Bible as the only authoritative, inerrant, and infallible word of God to be used as the rule of knowledge, faith, and practice.





The First London Confession, 1646 Edition, is a convenient summary of the beliefs of this church and shall be used in conjunction with this church constitution as a guideline concerning church membership.


All who minister and teach the Word in the church must be approved by the chief elder and believe and proclaim the truth of Sovereign grace as found in scripture and summarized by:  Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and Perseverance of the Saints.








ARTICLE IV.  CHURCH OFFICERS





The officers of this church shall be as follows:





Elders or pastors.  The chief elder shall serve as pastor-teacher.  The elders' spiritual functions and duties are:  





To shepherd the flock over which the Holy Spirit has made them overseers





Acts 20:28-32 -- Acts 20:28-32


28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.





Hebrews 13:17 


17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 





I Timothy 5:17


17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.





I Peter 5:1-4 


1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.





To preach the Word and administer the ordinances.


To superintend the work of the church.


To examine prospective members who have expressed a desire for church membership and to recommend them to the church.





	Election of elders will be as follows:





Recommendation is brought to the chief elder by any church member.


Consultation between elder(s) and candidate to determine if presentation is warranted.


Candidates will be presented to the church for prayerful consideration for a minimum of 30 days.


In the event that there is no elder in the church body, the church body may select one of the men of the church to temporarily superintend the work of the church until another elder can be selected.





During this period, Candidates shall be examined by the church body in accordance with the requirements as outlined in I Timothy 3:1-7 





I Timothy 3:1-7  


1 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of money. 4 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5(but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 and not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.





Titus 1:5-9


5 For this reason I left you in Crete that you might set in order what remains, and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, 6 namely, if any man be above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion. 7 For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, 8 but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 





II Timothy 2:24-26 


24 And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. 





Any member having questions concerning the candidates’ qualifications should seek to resolve any such questions in accordance with Matthew 18:15-35.





At the end of this period of consideration and examination the elder(s) shall accept or release the candidate from consideration.








		Elders shall hold office as long as they meet the biblical qualifications, as determined by the 


		elder body, or by resignation.





Deacons.  Deacons’ qualifications are found in Acts 6:1-7, I Timothy 3:8-13.  It shall be the function and duties of the deacons:





To care for the material interest of the church such as buildings, properties and land and to recommend to the church action when needed.


To witness the collection and recording of church offerings.


To serve as trustees of the church where legal action is required.


Election of Deacons will be the same as Elders.  Deacons shall hold office as long as they meet the biblical qualifications, as determined by the elder body, or resignation.





Clerk ( or Secretary).  The elders shall appoint a church clerk.  The clerk shall be responsible for keeping an accurate register of the names of the members with dates of admission and dismissal or death, together with a record of baptisms.  The clerk shall record the minutes of business meetings and shall maintain all necessary records.





Treasurer.  The elders shall appoint a church treasurer, preferably a deacon.  It shall be the treasurer's duty to receive, preserve, and pay out, upon receipt of vouchers properly approved and signed, all money or things or value paid or given to the church, being responsible for keeping at all times accurate records of all receipts and disbursements for the proceeding month and this report shall be presented to the church in its regular monthly business meeting.  Within thirty days after the end of the fiscal year, the treasurer shall render to the church an annual report showing the total amount of receipts and disbursements together with all pertinent information.  The books shall be open to inspection of the church members at any reasonable time.





ARTICLE V. ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH





The church shall observe the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper.





BAPTISM shall be observed as outlined in the 1646 confession of faith, articles XXXIX, XL, and XLI.  Baptism shall normally be approved and administered by an elder, usually the pastor-teacher or, if need arises, someone designated by the pastor-teacher.  See 1646 confession of Faith, article XIX.





THE LORD'S SUPPER shall be celebrated on the months with a fifth Sunday or as designated by the pastor-teacher.  The pastor-teacher shall normally officiate at the Lord’s Supper, such men of the church as he has designated aiding him in serving the church body.  In the absence of a pastor-teacher, such men as appointed by the elder(s) shall officiate and serve at the Lord's Table.  See 1646 confession of faith, articles XIX and XX.








ARTICLE VI.  TEACHERS IN THE CHURCH





All teachers in any Bible study shall meet the same qualifications as that of Deacons and Elders (see article IV).  In accordance with the scriptural guidelines laid out in 1Tim 2:12, Titus 2:3-5, Prov 1:8 & 6:20, women will be only allowed to teach women and children.  All teachers will adhere to Article III.





1 Tim 2:12 


12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression.





Titus 2:3-5 


3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, 4 that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored.





Prov 1: 8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and do not forsake your mother's teaching; 





Prov 6:20 My son, observe the commandment of your father, and do not forsake the teaching of your mother; 


ARTICLE VII.  CO�OPERATION





The Grace Fellowship Reformed Baptist Church is an autonomous body, which believes in covenanting with other churches of like faith and order.  We greatly desire fellowship with other churches that hold to the truths of the Scriptures as expressed herein.  However, we will not join any denominational program or any other centrally controlled "missionary" board or committee.  We will cooperate with other churches in the support of missionaries and other causes as determined by the elders of the church.








ARTICLE VIII.  REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETINGS





The church shall have a regular monthly business session for the purpose of reading the minutes of the last session, the treasurer's report, and the discussion of any business that should come before the church.  Special called sessions may be held as directed by the elders.  The pastor-teacher, or his designee, will be moderator of all meetings of the church.








ARTICLE IX.  USE OF ASSETS 





The church shall and does hereby pledge its assets for use in performing the church’s religious functions; and discontinuance of the organization by dissolution or otherwise the assets of the organization are to be transferred to any other like minded religious association which is authorized as a 501 ( c)(3) corporation under the laws of the State of Texas and especially Sub-Chapter 11 of the Property Tax Code.





ARTICLE X.  AMENDMENTS





This constitution may be amended as needed by the elder(s).





This constitution was approved by the membership and signed by the following church officials representing the church.








Name:  Samuel G. Bundick	Signature  ____________________________  Date: _____________


	Title:  Elder





Name:  Douglas J. Sturgis	Signature  ____________________________  Date: _____________


	Title:  Treasurer





Name:         		Signature  ____________________________  Date: _____________


	Title:  Secretary
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